LINDISFARNE

surrounded with piles of wood with which Penda intended to
burn down its walls.   * See, Lord/ he prayed,' what ill Penda
worketh.'   Whereat the wind changed and blew the clouds of
smoke and fire into the faces of the enemy.   But it was not till
Penda himself was killed in battle that Northumbria had peace.
Aidan died in Hamburgh leaning against the western wall
of the church which he had built.   That night, Cuthbert, a
shepherd boy on the Lamrnermoor hills, saw in a vision
Aidan's soul being carried to heaven by angels.   Forthwith he
rode to the monastery of Melrose to offer his life to God's
service.   It is with St. Cuthbert even more than Aidan that
Holy Island is identified.   For when, at the Synod of Whitby,
the Celtic monks agreed to accept Roman obedience, it was
Cuthbert who was sent to Lindisfarne to teach them the
Roman usage.   For twelve years he worked on the island and
was much loved by the monks, then, as though that life was
not sufficiently austere, he withdrew to one of the most lonely
of the Fame islands, now called by his name.   There with no
companions save the sea-birds, he lived as a hermit for nine
years, while the fame of his sanctity spread through Christen-
dom.   Then, yielding to the entreaties of the King, the Arch-
bishop and his former brethren,, he accepted the See of Lindis-
farne, but after two years, worn out by his life of self-mortifi-
cation, he returned to Fame to die, saying, * I would fain rest
in this spot where I have fought my little battle for the Lord/

St. Cuthbert's body was not left to rest in Fame. It was
brought back to Lindisfarne and buried in the church, where
it was the most treasured possession of the monks. When, in
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